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1. Curriculum Statement 

A Music practitioner will be able to perform, listen and evaluate music from across a range of musical 

periods and genres, styles and traditions. This will involve looking at music throughout time and 

ussing and analysing a variety of music and 

the emotions it is trying to express.  By giving pupils the theoretical underpinning and practical 

opportunities musicians at the Farnborough Spencer Academy will develop and show confidence 

in performances. They will be able to use their voice to express themselves in composition and 

performance in solo and group contexts. Learning is not limited to the classroom as pupils will have 

the opportunity to learn a variety of musical instruments in and out of the classroom.  

2. Principles 

The key concepts in music are skill driven and aim to build personal skills which can be relied upon 

to succeed, not only in music lessons but beyond school life and in future employment. At the heart 

of music is the development of these skills in all young people; integration of practice, cultural 

awareness, critical understanding, creativity and communication. Music ensures that pupils sing, 

listen, play, perform and evaluate music, which has been embedded into the classroom and extra-

curricular clubs. The elements of music are taught in the classroom so that pupils can use some of 

the subject specific terminology to analyse, evaluate and appreciate music. The theoretical 

underpinning along with the practical elements of the subject allow pupil to learn how to read basic 

music notation, composition leading to a deeper understanding when listening, playing and 

analysing music. 

3. Key Stage 3 Content 

• Year 7 unit 1-Musical Elements 

• Year 7 unit 2- Rhythm  

• Year 7 unit 3- Ukuleles- chords 

• Year 8 unit 1- Ostinato: hooks and riffs 

• Year 8 unit 2- Musical Theatre 

• Year 8 unit 3- Band skills 

• Year 9 unit 1- Playing by ear 

• Year 9 unit 2- Video game soundtrack 

• Year 9 unit 3- Electronic Dance Music 

4. Key Stage 4 Content 

• Understanding music 
• Performing music 
• Composing music 
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5. Extra-Curricular 

• Peripatetic lessons: guitar, wind and brass available 

• Clubs: weekly choir leading to performances at School showcases.  

• Trips: Christmas in the Choir, carol singing and fundraising.   

6. Exam Specifications 

• GCSE Music 
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Year 7 Curriculum Map 

Unit 1 - Topic: Musical Elements 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

To bridge the gap between KS2 and Year 7.  Some pupils will have taken part in weekly music lessons 

ensure all pupils have a secure understanding of the elements 

of music through listening, appraising and performing. 

 

Intent behind the unit 

To ensure that all pupils have understood and developed their musical knowledge through musical 

elements using listening and appraisal skills, performance and composition using a variety of 

instrumental and/or vocal techniques. 

 

Assessment Focus 

To complete a listening, appraising, composition and performance task which shows a secure 

understanding of the musical elements including an appropriate way of recording music.  

Assessments will be given using a brief format with links to GCSE and BTEC questioning. 
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Unit 2 - Topic: Rhythm 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

To develop listening, performance and compositional skills using the knowledge learnt in unit 1 as 

the foundations to build upon.  Pupils will have a secure understanding of music through learning 

about samba rhythm  

 

Intent behind the unit 

To develop an understanding of Samba and Latin American percussions, to build on prior 

knowledge of musical elements and to show the capabilities of listening and appraising, 

performance and composition using a variety of instrumental and/or vocal techniques. 

 

Assessment Focus 

To complete a listening, appraising, composition and performance task which shows a secure 

understanding of ostinato and an appropriate way of recording music.  Assessments will be given 

using a brief format with links to GCSE and BTEC questioning. 
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Unit 3 - Topic: Ukulele  

 

Overall focus for the unit 

To gain skills, knowledge and understanding of 

their ability to read and apply music.  

Intent behind the unit 

This unit will use the musical elements and knowledge of ostinato previously learnt and pupils will 

be able to put their learning into context.  They will be able to show their capabilities of listening 

and appraising, performance and composition using a ukulele 

 

Assessment Focus 

To complete a listening, appraising, composition and performance task which shows a secure 

understanding of the African music including an appropriate way of recording music.  Assessments 

will be given using a brief format with links to GCSE and BTEC questioning. 
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Year 8 Curriculum Map 

Unit 1 - Topic: Guitar: hooks and ruiffs 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

To gain skills, knowledge and understanding of notations and tabs to allow students to develop 

their ability to read and apply music.  

Intent behind the unit 

This unit will use the ukulele to underpin knowledge of ostinato previously learnt and pupils will be 

able to put their learning into context.  They will be able to show their capabilities of listening and 

appraising, performance and composition using a guitar, from knowledge learnt during Year 7. 

 

Assessment Focus 

To complete a listening, appraising, composition and performance task which shows a secure 

understanding of the African music including an appropriate way of recording music.  Assessments 

will be given using a brief format with links to GCSE and BTEC questioning. 
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Unit 2 - Topic: Musical Theatre 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

To develop listening, performance and compositional skills using the knowledge throughout the 

rest of KS3 music.  This unit will not only focus on implementing musical elements and different 

styles of music but will also be a bridging unit between KS3 music and BTEC performing arts. 

Intent behind the unit 

To develop an understanding of performance and composition within music for stage and screen.  

This unit links to musical elements, inspirations and will take features of world music and ostinato. 

Pupils will be able to showcase their capabilities of listening and appraising, performance and 

composition using a variety of instrumental and/or vocal techniques. 

 

Assessment Focus 

To complete a listening, appraising, composition and performance task which shows a secure 

understanding of form and structure including an appropriate way of recording music.  Assessments 

will be given using a brief format with links to GCSE and BTEC questioning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3 - Topic: Band skills 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

To gain skills, knowledge and understanding of band skills through listening and appraising, 

performing and composition. 

 

Intent behind the unit 

To apply all of the skills acquired throughout Year 7 and 8 in relation to performing vocally and 

applying soft skills in a band. Students will compose their own music through a variety of 

instruments. 

 

Assessment Focus 

To complete a listening, appraising, composition and performance task which shows a secure 

understanding of form and structure including an appropriate way of recording music.  Assessments 

will be given using a brief format with links to GCSE and BTEC questioning. 
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Year 9 Curriculum Map 

Unit 1 - Topic: Playing by ear 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

To gain skills, knowledge and understanding of different genres of music through listening and 

appraising, performing and composition. 

Intent behind the unit 

To develop an understanding of music through time.  This unit will use the musical elements, 

knowledge of ostinato and form and structure previously learnt and pupils will be able to put their 

learning into context.  They will be able to show their capabilities of listening and appraising, using 

a variety of instrumental and/or vocal techniques. 

 

Assessment Focus 

To complete a listening, appraising, composition and performance task which shows a secure 

understanding of the music through different genres including an appropriate way of recording 

music.  Assessments will be given using a brief format with links to GCSE and BTEC questioning. 
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Unit 2 - Topic:  Video game soundtracks 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

To gain skills, knowledge and understanding of linking plot to music.  

 

Intent behind the unit 

To develop an understanding of world music through characterisation.  This unit will use the musical 

elements, knowledge of ostinato and form and structure previously learnt and pupils will be able to 

put their learning into context.  They will be able to show their capabilities of listening and 

appraising, performance and composition using a variety of instrumental.   

Assessment Focus 

To complete a listening, appraising, composition and performance task which shows a secure 

understanding of a variety of music including an appropriate way of recording music.  Assessments 

will be given using a brief format with links to GCSE and BTEC questioning. 
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Unit 3 - Topic:  Computer music 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

To develop listening, performance and compositional skills using the knowledge throughout the 

rest of KS3 music.  This unit will not only focus on implementing musical elements and different 

styles of music but will also be a bridging unit between KS3 music and BTEC performing arts. This 

will introduce music technology.  

Intent behind the unit 

To develop an understanding of performance and composition within music from previously learnt 

topics.  This unit links to musical elements, inspirations and will take features of world music and 

ostinato as well as composing video game music.  

Pupils will be able to showcase their capabilities of listening and appraising, performance and 

composition using computer software.  

 

Assessment Focus 

To complete a listening, appraising, composition and performance task which shows a secure 

understanding of computer music and music for gaming.  Assessments will be given using a brief 

format with links to GCSE and BTEC questioning. 

 


