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1. Curriculum Statement 

A Drama practitioner will be able to think and express themselves with flair and confidence and to 

encourage tolerance and understanding. Drama students, through practical role-play and written 

drama activities experience the world around them and begin to appreciate situations from more 

than one perspective. Through drama, students question and challenge their perception of the 

world and develop many soft skills. 

2. Principles 

The key concepts in Drama are skill driven and aim to build personal skills which can be relied upon 

to succeed, not only in Drama lessons but beyond school life and in future employment. At the heart 

of Drama is the development of these skills in all young people; engagement, communication and 

oracy, creative imagination, clarity of expression, autonomy, leadership confidence and 

cooperation. There is more to Drama than being able to perform on stage. Opportunities are 

embedded for students to be able to hone and develop performance talent but equally important 

is the ability to understand the purpose of the theatre we create. Methodologies of theatrical 

-

to shape their own unique ideas with a greater understanding of the need for style, intention, 

theatrical form and to learn to celebrate individual and unique perspectives. 

The curriculum is structured based on the expectations for BTEC Drama; key concepts and skills 

required by the end of Year 11 are fed down into schemes of work from Year 7 upwards. This is 

designed to raise expectations and standards from the start of Key Stage 3 and ensure that Drama 

knowledge is being understood both practically and theoretically. A linear curriculum is in place at 

Key Stage 3. Year 7, 8 and 9 will all study the work of a key theatre practitioner and develop their 

devising skills through exploration of different pieces. This linear structure allows students to return 

to key concepts throughout the key stage but build on them to advance their knowledge further as 

the years progress. 

3. Key Stage 3 Content 

• Devising: Yr 7: Introduction to devising, Yr 8: Titanic, Yr9: devising physical theatre.  

• Scripting:  Yr 7: Matilda, Yr 8: Chicken, Yr 9: Missing Dan Nolan/DNA 

4. Key Stage 4 Content 

• Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts 

• Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts 

• Component 3: Responding to a Brief 

5. Extra-curricular 

• Weekly drama club in preparation for shows at Christmas and End of Year show. 

• Trips: Theatres/shows/plays/workshops in KS3 and 4. Both local and national productions. 
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6. Exam Specifications 

Pearson Level 1/2 BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts. 
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Year 7 Curriculum Map 

 

Topic 1 - Introduction to Drama & Devising 

This unit focuses on team work, building confidence and introduces basic Drama terms: freeze-

frame, status, mime, facial expression, body language. 

Students are introduced to the basics of Devising and are expected to develop Dramas from a 

stimulus. 

Practitioners/Style/Genre are introduced and students should be comfortable using techniques 

relating to each. 

 

Assessment Focus 

Performing to an audience. 

Link to Component 1, 2 and 3 BTEC. 

Written work- self assessment of performances 

This unit introduces students to script work: inferring meaning from scripts, developing 

comprehension skills, engaging with various scripts of different genres 

Creating your own Drama and using Dramatic techniques. 

This unit builds on the skills learnt within the unit, as students create their own Drama pieces from 

various stimuli. They engage with various stimuli: music, poem, historical artefacts, objects, script, 

linking to national awareness days and strong links to SMSC. 
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Topic 2 - Matilda 

 

Matilda

and script work skills through a series of acting workshops. 

 

Assessment Focus 

Performing a scripted extract 

Link to Component 2 BTEC. 

Written work- self assessment of performances 
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Year 8 Curriculum Map 

 

Topic 1 - Devised Titanic 

This unit introduces students to the history of the Titanic and explores class and status throughout 

multiple theatre techniques.  

 

Assessment Focus 

Creating Drama in a performance style. 

Link to Component 1 and 3 BTEC. 

Written work- extended writing:  What is the style of Physical Theatre and how did I use it in my 

work? 

 

 

Topic 2 -  

This unit extends the work in Year 7 on Physical theatre by looking at a full play study (Chicken!) and 

 

 

Assessment Focus 

Performing a scripted extract and analysing theatre. 

Link to Component 1 and 2 BTEC. 

Extended writing: What is the play  about and how is it in the style of realism? 
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Year 9 Curriculum Map 

 

Topic 1 - Devising Physical Theatre 

This unit introduces the students to the physical theatre of Brecht and Berkoff. This builds on skills 

developed in previous devising topics. 

 

Assessment Focus 

Creating Drama. 

Link to Component 3 BTEC. 

Written work- students keep a portfolio of the process of creating their piece. 

 

 

Topic 2 - Theatre in Education  Scripted  Missing Dan Nolan/DNA 

This unit introduces students to the genre of Theatre in Education (verbatim). They will create and 

 or DNA Dennis 

Kelly. This builds on previous learning such as line learning techniques developed in previous years. 

They will be introduced to a Brechtian performing style  which links up to a key area of study for 

across the BTEC. 

 

Assessment Focus 

Creating Drama to meet target audience and style. 

Link to Component 3 BTEC. 

Extended writing: Portfolio of how you are creating your Drama piece. 
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Year 10 Curriculum Map 

 

Autumn 1  PSA for Component 1.  

 

Overall focus for the unit: 

 

B: Explore the interrelationships between constituent features of existing performance material 

 

To include; 

Research file 

You must first explore existing performance repertoire to develop your own understanding of what 

it is, who it is for, who made it and how it was made. 

You will participate in research activities and discussions that explore a range of professional 

productions/repertoire in your selected discipline. 

You should store your findings in a research journal. 

Your research journal should include consideration of the following:  

• How the three chosen performances have been created by different practitioners, through 

different performance styles. 

• How the practitioners (both performers and non-performers) contributed to the shaping of 

the work through their fulfilment of their roles and responsibilities. 

• How the roles and responsibilities in the three works differed due to the performance style 

of the piece. 

Your research journal can include extracts from live performance, recorded discussions, images of 

professional practitioners, mind maps and research notes. It should have a clear layout and use 

subject-specific language accurately. 

 

Assessment Focus: for each text 

Research Journal which can include notes, images, recordings of professional repertoire, etc. 

• Recordings of discussions and classes/workshops. 

• Research journal. 

 

Written document/PowerPoint presentation/blog (approx. 1000 words). 
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Autumn 2 - 1  PSA for Component 1.  

 

Overall focus for the unit: 

 

B: Explore the interrelationships between constituent features of existing performance material 

 

To include; 

Research file 

You must first explore existing performance repertoire to develop your own understanding of what 

it is, who it is for, who made it and how it was made. 

You will participate in research activities and discussions that explore a range of professional 

productions/repertoire in your selected discipline. 

You should store your findings in a research journal. 

Your research journal should include consideration of the following:  

• How the three chosen performances have been created by different practitioners, through 

different performance styles. 

• How the practitioners (both performers and non-performers) contributed to the shaping of 

the work through their fulfilment of their roles and responsibilities. 

• How the roles and responsibilities in the three works differed due to the performance style 

of the piece. 

Your research journal can include extracts from live performance, recorded discussions, images of 

professional practitioners, mind maps and research notes. It should have a clear layout and use 

subject-specific language accurately. 

 

Assessment Focus: for each text 

Research Journal which can include notes, images, recordings of professional repertoire, etc. 

• Recordings of discussions and classes/workshops. 

• Research journal. 

 

Written document/PowerPoint presentation/blog (approx. 1000 words). 
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Spring 1 1  PSA for Component 1.  

 

Overall focus for the unit: 

 

B: Explore the interrelationships between constituent features of existing performance material 

 

To include; 

Research file 

You must first explore existing performance repertoire to develop your own understanding of what 

it is, who it is for, who made it and how it was made. 

You will participate in research activities and discussions that explore a range of professional 

productions/repertoire in your selected discipline. 

You should store your findings in a research journal. 

Your research journal should include consideration of the following:  

• How the three chosen performances have been created by different practitioners, through 

different performance styles. 

• How the practitioners (both performers and non-performers) contributed to the shaping of 

the work through their fulfilment of their roles and responsibilities. 

• How the roles and responsibilities in the three works differed due to the performance style 

of the piece. 

Your research journal can include extracts from live performance, recorded discussions, images of 

professional practitioners, mind maps and research notes. It should have a clear layout and use 

subject-specific language accurately. 

 

Assessment Focus: for each text 

Research Journal which can include notes, images, recordings of professional repertoire, etc. 

• Recordings of discussions and classes/workshops. 

• Research journal. 

 

Written document/PowerPoint presentation/blog (approx. 1000 words). 
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Spring 2- 1  PSA for Component 1.  

 

Overall focus for the unit: 

ork 

B: Explore the interrelationships between constituent features of existing performance material 

 

To include; 

Research file 

You must first explore existing performance repertoire to develop your own understanding of what 

it is, who it is for, who made it and how it was made. 

You will participate in research activities and discussions that explore a range of professional 

productions/repertoire in your selected discipline. 

You should store your findings in a research journal. 

Your research journal should include consideration of the following:  

• How the three chosen performances have been created by different practitioners, through 

different performance styles. 

• How the practitioners (both performers and non-performers) contributed to the shaping of 

the work through their fulfilment of their roles and responsibilities. 

• How the roles and responsibilities in the three works differed due to the performance style 

of the piece. 

Your research journal can include extracts from live performance, recorded discussions, images of 

professional practitioners, mind maps and research notes. It should have a clear layout and use 

subject-specific language accurately. 

 

Assessment Focus: for each text 

Research Journal which can include notes, images, recordings of professional repertoire, etc. 

• Recordings of discussions and classes/workshops. 

• Research journal. 

 

Written document/PowerPoint presentation/blog (approx. 1000 words). 
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Summer 1  PSA for Component 1.  

 

Overall focus for the unit: 

ormance work 

B: Explore the interrelationships between constituent features of existing performance material 

 

To include; 

Research file 

You must first explore existing performance repertoire to develop your own understanding of what 

it is, who it is for, who made it and how it was made. 

You will participate in research activities and discussions that explore a range of professional 

productions/repertoire in your selected discipline. 

You should store your findings in a research journal. 

Your research journal should include consideration of the following:  

• How the three chosen performances have been created by different practitioners, through 

different performance styles. 

• How the practitioners (both performers and non-performers) contributed to the shaping of 

the work through their fulfilment of their roles and responsibilities. 

• How the roles and responsibilities in the three works differed due to the performance style 

of the piece. 

Your research journal can include extracts from live performance, recorded discussions, images of 

professional practitioners, mind maps and research notes. It should have a clear layout and use 

subject-specific language accurately. 

 

Assessment Focus: for each text 

Research Journal which can include notes, images, recordings of professional repertoire, etc. 

• Recordings of discussions and classes/workshops. 

• Research journal. 

 

Written document/PowerPoint presentation/blog (approx. 1000 words). 
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Summer 2- PSA for Component 2 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

Learners will develop their performing arts skills and techniques through the reproduction of acting, 

dance and/or musical theatre repertoire as performers or designers. 

A: Develop skills and techniques for performance 

B: Apply skills and techniques in rehearsal and performance 

C: Review own development and performance 

 

Assessment Focus 

• Video recordings of workshops. 

• Video recordings of milestone rehearsals. 

• Supporting tutor observation records (if necessary). 
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Year 11 Curriculum Map 

Autumn 1  PSA for Component 2 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

Learners will develop their performing arts skills and techniques through the reproduction of acting, 

dance and/or musical theatre repertoire as performers or designers. 

A: Develop skills and techniques for performance 

B: Apply skills and techniques in rehearsal and performance 

C: Review own development and performance 

 

Assessment Focus 

• Video recordings of workshops. 

• Video recordings of milestone rehearsals. 

• Supporting tutor observation records (if necessary). 

 

 

Autumn 2  PSA for Component 2 

 

Overall focus for the unit 

Learners will develop their performing arts skills and techniques through the reproduction of acting, 

dance and/or musical theatre repertoire as performers or designers. 

A: Develop skills and techniques for performance 

B: Apply skills and techniques in rehearsal and performance 

C: Review own development and performance 

 

Assessment Focus 

• Video recordings of workshops. 

• Video recordings of milestone rehearsals. 

• Supporting tutor observation records (if necessary). 
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Spring 1  PSA for Component 3 

 

Learners will be given the opportunity to work as part of a group to contribute to a workshop 

performance as either a performer or a designer in response to a brief and stimulus. 

 

Overall focus for the unit: 

A: Develop skills and techniques for performance 

B: Apply skills and techniques in rehearsal and performance 

C: Review own development and performance 

 

Assessment focus 

• Activity 1: an ideas log completed and saved as a PDF (up to 600 words). 

• Activity 2: a skills log completed and saved as a PDF (up to 600 words). 

• Activity 3: Performers must submit a digital recording of a workshop performance to an 

audience of between 7 and 15 minutes per group performance. Designers must submit a 

digital recording of their pitch/presentation of between 5 to 10 minutes. 

• Activity 4: an evaluation report completed and saved as a PDF (up to 600 words). 


