
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27th May 2022 
 
 

Dear parents, carers and families, 

 

As ever, I am proud to be writing to you at the end of a long half term. As I write, the year 
11s are well underway in this year’s examination series.  This is the first year group to sit full 
examinations for 3 years, and we are so proud of them. They have overcome significant 
disruption due to the pandemic and are approaching the challenge with heart and courage. 
We should also thank the Academy’s pastoral team who are supporting them through this 
time. Whatever the outcome, we know that they could have done no more. 

This letter contains just a flavour of the activities in the Academy over the last term. It’s been 
great to start opening up and having students experience more outside the school as we 
seem to be getting back to “normal”. 

This week, we finished our recruitment process for September. It is testament to the 
improvements we are making that from September we will be fully staffed with specialist 
teachers. I know from speaking to colleagues that not all schools are so fortunate. I also met 
with some year 6 parents last week, and am excited that in September, Farnborough will 
have over 900 pupils for the first time in over 4 years. We still have a small number of places 
available for year 7, and are accepting in year applications for all other year groups. Many 
families have chosen to move to Farnborough over the last year, and it’s not too late to be 
part of our journey. 

After half term we will be communicating more of our plans for September. Following the 
recent parent survey, we know we need to be better at communicating with parents. We 
will be aiming to set up a parent group to look at issues around this to see where we can 
improve as we lead up to the start of the new academic year. Watch out for more 
information on this. We will also be launching an exciting new programme called 
“Farnborough Reads” later this year. This will address the key plank of reading, and help our 
students to improve their practice.  

Also, during the recent parent survey, I invited parents to come and visit the Academy. 
Around 30 families did this, and it was lovely to hear their feedback. If you would like to visit 
the Academy and see what it’s like for yourself, please do contact the office and we will 
arrange a tour for you. I would love all parents and families to take the opportunity. 

Have a wonderful half term break (and enjoy the extended bank holiday weekend) – see 
you in June.  

Principal: Graeme Smith BSc (Hons), PGCE, NPQH, MCCT 



 
 

 
Principal’s Autograph Book: 
 
Staff have been nominating students to sign my Autograph Book for exceptional progress, 
going above and beyond, or for producing an outstanding piece of work.  They then receive 
a proud badge and receive a letter highlighting their accomplishments. We are very proud 
of the following students’ achievements in academic subjects and in the wider Academy 
community: 
 
Daisy B 
Zsolt S 
Molly L 
Keira T 
Joe L 
Filip H 
Nathan T 
Pavan K 
Ahdvik R 
Madison D 
Lexie W 
Katie K 

Saffron P 
Kit F 
Mohammed A 
Angel O 
Sionn H-W 
Dylan K 
George W-S 
Nanci- Lou B 
Johnson K 
Angel W 
Braydon K 
Sophie A 

Tia C 
Millie H 
Dashille D 
Madison G 
Zarin M 
Annabel A 
Enya S 
Bhadra S 
Magdala W 
Summer P 
Paris P 
Daniel S 

 
 
 
Examples of work completed:  

       



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

   

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the spring term we reviewed our approach to rewards and made some 
changes for how these were issued, aiming to reward students who were meeting our 
expectations and beyond.  

 

 

We also introduced a Proud Ticket. A Proud Ticket is awarded to a student for 
a specific purpose. Students receive a proud ticket. Recipients of proud tickets 
are entered into a draw each half term. Students can be awarded for the 
following: 

 Outstanding contribution to lesson 
 Students who go over and above what is expected. 

 

2096 Proud Tickets have been issued this half term, to 600 students. This 

means that 75% of the school have received a Proud Ticket. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Here is the leader board by year group: 

 

 

What do students do / receive with the Proud Ticket? 

 Students receive 5 points for each Proud Ticket. 

 Students can hand them to tutors to keep centrally if you wish or take them home. 
 For every proud ticket you receive (SIMS), your name will be entered in the draw at 

the end of half term. 

 
Languages: 
 
This half term has seen a lot of cultural activity in French! Yr 8's have completed a mini 
project on describing a famous painting in French and we spent time looking at the artist 
Henri Rousseau. It was great to hear the opinions of pupils on the paintings...in French! We 
have also looked at the Techtonik dance craze that took hold in France and some of the 
pupils were great in demonstrating their dancing skills. Bravo! 
 
Yr 10 experienced a cultural film in French and were able to access the content and 
language well. There were some fabulous film reviews also written in French. 
 
Well done to all pupils that have opened up their minds to new and interesting cultural 
concepts this half term! 
 
Art: 
 
Y10 students visited Nottingham Trent University. They toured the creative buildings 
including fashion and textiles, fine art, animation, theatre design, costume design, set 
design, and film making. They also enjoyed a workshop in print, producing vinyl and 

Position Name Number Position Name Number Position Name Number

1 Zarin M 12 1 Tyrone B 21 1 Daniel S 14

2 Declan-Ellis S 12 2 Madison D 11 2 Sapph B 9

3 Michael O 11 3 Kayden B 10 3 Keeley C 9

4 Mehnaz R 10 4 Lydia H 10 Brooke-Mae B 8

Archie W-A 10 5 Adhvik R 10 Ewan C 8

Lily W 10 Sophie T 8

Position Name Number Position Name Number

1 Emily W 13 1 Kai T 4

2 Lucy S 10 2 Owen D 3

3 Emily S 9 3 Solomon G 3

4 Enzo Carral P 8 4 Oliver J 3

Kayleigh A 7

Katelyn K 7

5

5

4

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

Year 10 Year 11



 
 

sublimation prints. The creative industry has many career opportunities and avenues to suit 
all those who wish to be a part of it.  
 
Duke of Edinburgh: 
 
Jack, Stanley and Connor (Year 10) were awarded their Bronze DofE award, and received a 
certificate and pin badge. This award looks excellent on CVs. Well done! 
 
Daniel S and TJ (Year 9) have achieved their Volunteering and Skills section towards their 
Bronze award, and Oli (Year 9) his Skills. The DofE award consists of 4 sections - skills, 
volunteering, physical and expedition, and participants must complete all 4 to achieve the 
full award. 
 
Year 9 are currently preparing for their expeditions in June and July. We are about to discuss 
food choices and issue kit ready for packing. 
 
Recruitment for September's cohort (current Year 8s) will start after half term - more 
information to come! 
 
LGBT+ Group: 
 
LGBT+ group have been 'learning something new' with various guest teacher speakers this 
half term, with topics such as ancient history and East German history. Our year 11 members 
have nearly finished our inclusive display featuring many different famous and notable 
LGBT+ people. This week we will be planning how we will mark Pride Month in June. 
 
LGBT+ group is open to all students who want to learn, support each other, educate and 
campaign. 
 
Clifton Table Tennis: 
 
A huge thank you to our Clifton Table Tennis volunteers Trevor and Tony who every 
Thursday evening throughout this academic year have given up their time to help us run 
this community table tennis facility. They help set up / clear away / maintain the equipment 
as well as share their expertise giving coaching tips. All the best to Trevor who has been 
selected to represent England in the Six Nations Table Tennis Championships later in the 
Summer.  
 
Clifton Table Tennis is now closed but will open again on Thursday 8th September 6-8pm 
in Farnborough Sports Hall - all welcome! Finally, a massive 'thank you' to all our participants 
who make Clifton Table Tennis such a great place to be! And well done to all the players 
who have competed in the Nottingham Junior League - you have played well and we are 
proud of you - Livvy, TJ, Molly, Keira, Zsolt. 
 
Year 7/8 City Schools Team Table Tennis Championships:  
 
Farnborough Academy were proud to take the following students to compete in the City 
Schools Team Table Tennis Championships. 
 



 

Zsolt S 
Molly L 
Keira T 

Joe L 
Filip H 
Nathan T 

Pavan K 
Ahdvik R 

 
There were seven teams competing for the medals and we were proud to gain second place 
and receive our Silver Medals with Zsolt being undefeated in all of his six matches. 
 
Thank you to all the players for their fair but competitive spirit and for their hard work 
preparing for the event. Well done! 
 
Year 7: 
 
Overall, Year 7 have made a really positive start to their first year at Farnborough. They have 
taken a lot on board over the past few years and the way in which they have responded to 
this has been impressive. Pupils are enthusiastic, keen to impress and are demonstrating 
pride at every opportunity. Although some may have had a wobbly start and may have 
found transition tough, they also, are starting to make positive choices alongside their peers 
therefore they can have every chance of succeeding in later life.  
  
It’s important for Year 7’s to understand that if they can get the basic rights now, imagine 
what they could achieve in 4 years’ time. As a school we are consistently raising the bar for 
the year group to ensure they are achieving their highest potential every day. Each day, the 
basics are reinforced: 
  

 Arrive to school every day, on time 
 Equipment is ready for learning 
 Pupils are polite and respectful 
 Pupils try their best 
 Pupils support one another and ask for help if needed 

  
Rewarding our Year 7’s for their achievements is absolutely imperative. It’s important that 
pupils recognise their achievements and celebrate them at every opportunity. We have 
recently launched ‘Proud Tickets’ which pupils can work towards in each lesson. Those who 
receive a Proud Ticket receives 5 achievement points and are entered into a draw for the 
end of term. Pupils have lots of opportunities to collect additional achievement points for 
their contributions to lessons and homework completed at home. Furthermore, the more 
achievement points pupils collect, the more reward trip opportunities they will be entitled 
to at the end of the year. 
  
We have also been celebrating our pupils’ success through Homework Reward breakfasts 
for those who consistently complete their homework to a good standard. Even better, Year 
7 is the best year group for the completion of home learning and this is something we need 
to keep up! It a was pleasure spending tutor time with so many pupils whilst indulging in 
some warm pain au chocolats! 
  
And finally, as we persist to raise standards around behaviour, we have a number of pupils 
competing against each other to win rewards if they are demonstrating positive effort and 
attitude in lessons. Pupils have been put in teams, allocated to each member of the Senior 
Team and ultimately the team who receives the most points for effort wins a reward at the 



 
 

end of the week. So far, pupils have really stepped up to the plate and are making conscious 
positive choices which I’m sure will continue.  
  
I’m very proud of what this year group has achieved and I look forward to seeing how Year 
7 succeed further as they move into Year 8.  
 
 
Year 8: 
 
Recently in year 8 we have had a big push on attendance and lates. Late marks have 
dramatically improved as a year group and also a handful of students have successfully 
completed a 15-day attendance challenge. The students that improved their attendance 
were rewarded with a pizza lunch last Friday!  
  
As Head of Year 8 I’ve been increasingly impressed with students picking up PROUD tickets 
for their hard work in lessons. I witness daily the standards the students and staff are setting 
themselves to achieve their very best. It has helped create a healthy competitive culture 
amongst students with academic learning being our main aim!  
  
This week I have also had the pleasure of having breakfast with all students who have 
completed 75% or more of their home learning. This is something as an academy that we 
believe is important to students’ progress.  
  
Again, I am proud of the year group and looking forward to the summer term were can 
hopefully improve and achieve on current successes. Have a great and well-deserved break.  
 
 
Year 9: 
 
As the end of Year 9 draws closer, I am looking forward to the final half-term before they 
start their new journey for what will be an exciting 2 years for them all starting their GCSE's. 
We have consistently shown massive improvements in lesson productivity and the 
increased confidence in some of these young people has been great to see.  
 
A round up of events this year 
 

 Selecting Year 10 options 
 Reduction in negative points 

 Tutor attendance awards 
 Tutor nomination awards 
 Head of Year awards 
 Signing Principal autograph book 
 Afterschool study sessions 
 Home Learning Breakfast Mornings 

 
Later in the year, many of our year 9s will be going on various trips depending on their own 
contribution to positive points and home learning completions. A lot of the students have 
been working extremely hard, supporting each other to receive PROUD tickets which are 
worth 5+ points!  



 
 

 
Year 10: 
 
Year 10 has been a positive place over the last couple of weeks, with students realising that 
their GCSE’s are now under a year away. The focus in lessons and the work being produced 
across the board leaves me no doubt that this year group can achieve good things in the 
future. 
 
Behaviour in lessons this year has been consistently good, however the year group 
attendance is a cause of concern, with exams as previously mentioned, under a year away 
it is vitally important, that when your son/daughter/you can attend school they/you do so, 
being in school daily raises the chances of success. If a number of days are missed, that could 
be a whole topic missed, that may not get revisited before the final examinations, that could 
be the difference is a grade or two. To help raise the attendance percentages of students I 
have been working closely with 10 students over the past three weeks, setting them a 
challenge to attend school every day for 15 school days. The majority of students on the ’15-
day challenge’ increased their attendance percentage, which is fantastic, with some 
completing the challenge earning themselves a pizza lunch that was ordered in from 
Dominoes. 
 
At this time of year, attention always shifts to new starts in September. The academy has 
been busy with interviews over the last couple of weeks for new teaching and support staff. 
Part of the candidate interview process is a guided tour from our students and Y10 have 
been given the opportunity to represent the academy. I would like to say ‘Thank You!’ to my 
group of tour guides; Brooklyn C, Olivia W, Kurzon H, Lara H, Zac M, Katelyn K and Lucy S 
(sorry if I’ve missed anyone else who has helped out at short notice). The feedback from 
candidates is that you all have been amazing, informative and have represented the 
academy so well, so ‘Thank You’ again. 
 
It was lovely to hear such positive feedback from Ms Noon last week as she took her group 
of Photographers into the City. The students conducted themselves in such a mature way 
and the work completed and skills learnt will stand the students in good stead moving 
forward. 
 
 
Year 11: 
 
Year 11’s have started the exam period in a fantastic frame of mind. Attendance to exam 
breakfasts has been excellent, additional revision sessions are focussed and the students 
are motivated and engaged. Keep up the good work we are really proud of you and the 
efforts you are making. 
 
Just a reminder that students can come for free breakfast and final exam prep every day 
from 8.00am. There are also additional revision sessions afterschool every day and through 
half term the following booster classes are happening. Please look out for an invite for your 
child to these: 
 



 
 

 
 
Also, a reminder that year 11 prom is on Friday 1st July at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 
Nottingham- payment deadline for this has been extended until Friday 17th June. Payment 
is made via your sQuid account. 
 
 
Home Learning Update: 
 
Students are rewarded for the completion of tasks and sanctioned for non-completion, 
which counts towards their overall total: 

 Completion of Home Learning (1 point) 
 Outstanding effort or completion of Home Learning (2 points) 

 Non-completion of Home Learning (-1 point) 
 

 
 
Rewards event – Head of Year Breakfast 
 
Through the course of this week, we have held Head of Year Rewards Breakfast events to 
recognise students with 80% and above completion of Home Learning tasks. This half term 
saw 143 students invited to the events for Years 7 to 10, which has increased from 114 in 
Term 4. We had to move the event into the main hall for Year 7 for this half term! 
70 students received a certificate for 100% completion of their home learning tasks this 
half term, which has doubled since last half term. A huge well done to all students involved 
and congratulations to the students with 100% completion.  
 



 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
 Basim  Isabella  Sharna  Ziah  Cadie 
 Charlie  Leah  Talia  Brooke-Mae  Oliver 
 Charlie  Amira  Kayden  Alfie  Ana 
 Matthew  Lucas  Emma  Christopher  Lara 
 Olivia  Kaydee  Madison  Lucas  Katelyn 
 Ruby  Edi  Alfie  Shara  Thomas 
 Reece  Emil  Riley  Daniel  Hillary 
 Amelia   Braydon  Sophie  Lucy 
 Junior 
Robert 

  Molly  Bailey  Kayla 

 Samuel   Kathleen  Kole  Andrew 
 Zarin   Amy    Olivia 
 Erin   Matei     
 Olivia-Mai   Adhvik     
 Michael   Zsolt     
 Mollie Mae   Tyler     
 Bobbie Lee   Caitlin     
 Jordan   Pollyanna     
 Shay   Keira     
 Yoan   Lexie     
 Katie   Autum     
 Bhadra   Magdala     

 
  
 
What support can my child access in school?  
 
Students can access support in school each day during breaks and lunchtimes by using the 
Library. Students are also most welcome at our KS3 and KS4 Homework Clubs, which run 
every afternoon after school in the Library or LR3 between 3.00-4.00pm. Here, students are 
supervised by staff to support with any queries or signpost students to resources they may 
need.  
 
Next term 
 
Our aim is that as many students as possible engage with regular Home Learning, due to 
the overwhelmingly positive benefits it will afford your child’s education. We would greatly 
appreciate your support in achieving this goal and would ask that you encourage your child 
to complete their Home Learning tasks. Students’ totals will be reset after the holidays.  
 
Ski Trip: 
 
In just over a years’ time, we will be taking 54 students from Years 7, 8 and 9, on the 1000-
mile trip to Artesina, Italy for 5 days of skiing. It is the first time the Academy has organised 
a ski trip and the interest from students and parents has been incredible, with all 54 places 
filling up in just under 4 weeks. The trip will include 4 hours of ski tuition per day as well as 
experiencing some Italian culture with trips around the local town, pizza nights, learning 



 
 

some Italian language and even a spot of Karaoke. Updates are available through the Ski 
Trip page on the Farnborough Spencer Academy Facebook page.  
 
Spencer Superstars: 
 
On May 13th the whole Academy took part in multiple Spencer Superstars events which was 
fabulous to see. In total, we raised over £800, so congratulations to everyone involved. 
 
Trent House: 
 
The team at Trent House have been working on a new gardening project, so we look 
forward to seeing the flowers blossom. 
 

 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support and we wish you all a restful holiday break in preparation 
for the second half of the Summer Term.   
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Mr G Smith 
Principal 
 


