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Year 9 Curriculum Map 
Subject: RE 

Unit 1 
Topic: Why do we 

suffer? 

Unit 2 
Topic: Crime and 

Punishment 

Unit 3 
Topic: Power 

Unit 4 
Topic: Is religion 

dangerous? 

Unit 5 
Topic:  How did we get 

here? 

Additional 
Topic: Life after death 

Overall focus for the 
unit: 
To explore why people 
suffer and what 
Christianity and 
Buddhism teach about 
suffering. 
To include; 
 Why do we suffer? 
 Moral and natural 

evil 
 God and suffering 
 The story of Job 
 Prince Siddhartha 
 4 noble truth 

Overall focus for the 
unit: 
To explore whether 
there is any real point 
in punishing a person 
or whether an 
alternative should be 
tried. 
To include; 
 Purpose of 

punishment 
 Capital punishment 
 Prison 
 Christian 

perspective 
 Muslim perspective 
 forgiveness 

Overall focus for the 
unit: 
To understand the 
importance of ‘power’ 
in life and the world. 
To include; 
 Power of man – 

dictatorship Vs 
democracy 

 Power of 
technology – 
influence of 
technology 

 Power of religion 
 Power of protests – 

Violent Vs Non-
violent 

 Power of money - 
poverty 

Overall focus for the 
unit: 
To explore issues such 
as extremism within 
some faiths and how 
religions work for 
peace. 
To include; 
 Why do people 

become religious? 
 Extremism within 

Christianity 
 Extremism within 

Islam 
 Inspirational figures 
 Peace and peace-

making 

Overall focus for the 
unit: 
To explore scientific 
and religious 
arguments about 
creation and whether 
science and religion can 
work together. 
To include; 
 What is life? 
 How science and 

religion serve a 
different purpose 

 Christian view of 
creation and how 
humanity began 

 Scientific view of 
creation and how 
humanity began. 

Overall focus for the 
unit: 
To explore what 
happens next and 
religious views of life 
after death. 
To include; 
 Day of the dead 
 Near death 

experiences 
 Atheist view of life 

after death 
 Religious views of 

life after death 
 Is the end, just the 

beginning? 
 

Intent behind the unit 
This unit is designed to 

allow pupils to begin 

asking why things 

Intent behind the unit 
This unit is designed to 
make the pupils 
consider whether 
punishing a person is 

Intent behind the unit 
This unit has been 
designed to get pupils 
to consider some of the 
more relevant things 

Intent behind the unit 
This unit has been 

created to try and 

address some of the 

Intent behind the unit 
It is important for 
pupils to be able to 
recognise that religion 
isn’t a stand-alone 

Intent behind the unit 
Over the last 3 years 
pupils have looked at 
things from the start of 
life, through to the end 
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happen. 

Pupils then look at 

Christian and Buddhist 

teachings and see if we 

can learn anything 

from these religious 

viewpoints, developing 

empathy. 

ethical or whether a 
person should be 
rehabilitated etc. Pupils 
will then explore what 
Christianity and Islam 
belief about the 
punishment a person 
should receive. 

they may encounter on 
a daily basis. 

misconceptions which 

people have about 

religion, in particular 

the Islamic faith. 

subject and that it is 
linked to and works 
with many other 
subjects. 

of life. Everyone has an 
opinion about what 
happens when we die, 
therefore this unit will 
promote understanding 
of each others opinions 
and ideas. 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be a 
knowledge recall test, 
some questions will be 
‘open ended’ for pupils 
to bring in knowledge 
of all other religions 
studied. 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be an 
extended piece of 
writing where pupils 
will assess to what 
extent they agree with 
a given statement. For 
example, ‘To what 
extent is…’ 

  Assessment Focus: 
This will be a 
knowledge recall test, 
drawing on things from 
throughout the year. 
Not all questions will be 
on this unit of work, 
some questions will be 
‘open ended’ for pupils 
to bring in knowledge 
of all other religions 
studied. 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be an 
extended piece of 
writing where pupils 
will assess to what 
extent they agree with 
a given statement. For 
example, ‘To what 
extent do you agree…’  

Assessment Focus: 
This will be a 
knowledge recall test, 
drawing on things from 
throughout the year. 
Not all questions will be 
on this unit of work, 
some questions will be 
‘open ended’ for pupils 
to bring in knowledge 
of all other religions 
studied. 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be a 
knowledge recall test, 
drawing on things from 
throughout the year. 
Not all questions will be 
on this unit of work, 
some questions will be 
‘open ended’ for pupils 
to bring in knowledge 
of all other religions 
studied. 


